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Key Points 

 Post-election violence and intimidation continue to displace Burundians and increase vulnerability. 

 36 per cent of Burundian households are food insecure, including 700,000 people severely food 
insecure, the latest Food Security Monitoring System report reveals, as the nutrition situation 
deteriorates. 

 The El Niño weather event could cause floods, including in areas already affected by the current 
political crisis, generating new humanitarian needs. Floods on 2 November displaced 183 households 
in Gitaza, 73 in Nyaruhongoka and 43 in Rutunga.     

 Humanitarian agencies operating in Burundi require nearly US$34 million to prepare and respond to 
the needs of up to 400,000 people from September 2015 to February 2016. 

 Preliminary statistics from the displacement tracking matrix by IOM in Makamba and Kirundo indicate 
over 14,000 internally displaced people in two of Burundi’s 18 provinces. 

 
I. Situation Overview  
 
The political and security context in Burundi remains 
tense and unpredictable. Post-electoral tensions 
continue amid persisting polarization of the political 
space over President Nkurunziza’s third term. This is 
further exacerbated by the failure to hold inclusive 
peace dialogue between the President and the 
opposition. A government security operation to recover 
weapons in some of Bujumbura’s volatile 
neighborhoods and other provinces has resulted in 
serious injury of both civilians and security officers. 
Gunfire exchange, grenade attacks and targeted 
assassinations are recurrent, often resulting in civilian 
casualties. This has further had an impact on the 
activities and access of humanitarian and development 
partners operating in the country. 

 

II. Country Situation Overview 
 
Persisting protection and human rights 
concerns as violence continues 
 
The death toll in Burundi continued to rise with dead bodies of mostly young men being found on a nearly daily 
basis, mostly in Bujumbura. A Press Statement issued on 10 November 2015 by United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) warns that the “increasingly grave human rights crisis” that has 
gripped Burundi, may potentially have “very serious regional repercussions” and urges the UN Security Council to 
“keep Burundi at the top of its agenda, and to explore all possible options to prevent further violence.” At least 
some 240 people have been killed in Burundi since protests began in April, according to the statement.  
 

 

 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Pages/WelcomePage.aspx
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In an earlier statement on 28 September, OHCHR reported of an increase in cases of arbitrary arrest and 
detention, including 704 arrests registered by the Human Rights office since the beginning of September.  
Children and youth are amongst those arrested and detained on suspicion of joining an armed rebel movement. 
As of 12 October, 15 children had been killed in relation to the crisis while another 52 children are detained in 
Rumonge province, according to OHCHR reports. 
 
Due to the ongoing violence, threats and intimidation, Burundians continue to be displaced.  As of 10 November 
2015, UNHCR reports that nearly 215,000 Burundians (49.6 per cent male and 50.4 per cent female) have fled 
since April and are living as refugees mostly in Tanzania, Rwanda, DRC and Uganda. An estimated 54.7 per cent 
of the refugees are children below 17 years. Preliminary results from the Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) by 
the International Organization for Migration (IOM) indicate that there are about 14,804 Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDPs) in the provinces of Kirundo and Makamba, which were most affected by population displacement. 
In addition, there are unsubstantiated reports of displacements in the city of Bujumbura where the security is 
volatile; however no comprehensive assessment has been conducted to confirm the exact figures. This is largely 
due to the lack of access and the reticence of the population to provide information, for fear of being targeted and 
linked to a political agenda.  
 
Hindered humanitarian access and a reluctance of the affected communities to provide information have 
consequently complicated efforts by humanitarian actors to assess and respond to the needs of IDPs and host 
communities.  

 
Urgent interventions are required to prevent the deteriorating food security and nutrition 
situation 

  
According to the WFP Food Security Monitoring 
System, as of July 2015, 36 per cent of households in 
Burundi are food insecure; 7.0 per cent (or 700,000 
people) of who are severely food insecure. The 
September 2015 WFP and FAO Integrated Phase 
Classification (IPC) report  (map below) indicates that 
the food security situation has in particular 
deteriorated in the provinces of Kirundo (in the 
northeast) and in Rumonge (southwest), which are 
also among the worst affected by population 
displacement resulting from the current political crisis.  
 
WFP, FAO and other food security partners are 
conducting an emergency food security assessment in 
the six provinces most affected by the current crisis, 
including the capital Bujumbura, to establish more up- 
to-date data on food security situation and trends.  
 
There is concern that the food security situation will 
deteriorate even further, especially with the 
anticipated El Niño. The usual October to November 
lean season is expected to last longer, as the planting 
season continues to be interrupted by continued 
population displacement. FAO reports that many 
people are unprepared for the current planting 
season, noting that 43 per cent of households have limited access to agricultural input, while plant diseases have 
re-emerged in some areas. An unsuccessful planting season will undoubtedly lead to a further deterioration of the 
food security situation in early 2016. WFP reports that it has provided food assistance to over 130,000 Burundians 
from June to September, mostly in Kirundo and Makamba provinces.    
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16507&LangID=E
http://data.unhcr.org/burundi/regional.php
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Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rates for children from 6 to 59 months are still below emergency thresholds. 
However, the nutrition situation is slowly deteriorating. In Kirundo Province, GAM rates have increased from 5.0 
per cent in February 2014 to 5.9 per cent in June 2015. This seemingly slight increase is worrying, since the 
assessment was carried out in the harvest period, and the most vulnerable families had already left the country to 
Rwanda. GAM rates have almost tripled in Makamba’s Nyanza-lac health district, from 2.4 per cent in 2014 to 8.3 
per cent today. Urgent nutrition interventions are therefore required to prevent the situation from deteriorating 
further. 

 

 
El Niño event likely to impact humanitarian needs in Burundi in the coming months 
 
The Burundi Geographical Institute (IGEBU) anticipates that the El Niño event will bring good rainfall during the 
September - December short rains 
season in most parts of the country. 
This should boost rain-fed agriculture 
during the current planting season. At 
the same time, IGEBU forecasts 
above normal rainfall in areas in the 
west, north and east of the country. 
This in turn is expected to cause 
flooding and landslides. While overall 
11 out of the country’s 18 provinces 
could be affected by excessive rainfall, 
the western provinces of Bujumbura 
Mairie, Bujumbura Rural, Bubanza, 
Cibitoke and Rumonge are considered 
to be particularly vulnerable to flooding 
and landslides. Such events would 
cause additional humanitarian needs, 
especially in the areas of food, 
essential household items, protection, 
health, as well as water, sanitation 
and hygiene. Most of these provinces 
are already affected by the current 
political crisis and related population displacement. Recent floods on 2 November displaced 183 households in 
Gitaza, 73 in Nyaruhongoka and 43 in Rutunga. 

 

III. Funding Update 

 
Humanitarian agencies adopt a common plan to prepare and respond to humanitarian needs  

 
The Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) in Burundi developed a six-month preparedness and response plan 
covering September 2015 to February 2016. The plan aims to save lives and alleviate acute suffering by providing 
necessary coordinated protection and assistance for up to 400,000 Burundian people. This planning figure 
includes 50,000 internally displaced people and host communities; 50,000 Burundian returnees; and a further 
300,000 Burundians whose living conditions have deteriorated further due to the political and security crisis within 
Burundi.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

  45: % chance of above average rainfall 

  35: % chance of average rainfall 

  20: % chance of below average rainfall 

http://reliefweb.int/report/burundi/burundi-2015-post-elections-contingency-plan
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Needs and response requirements in US$, as of 11 November 2015  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Contact Information  

 

Millan Atam, Senior Humanitarian Advisor, Resident Coordinator’s Office; email: atam@un.org, Tel: +257 71281521 

 

 

 

Intervention Sector People targeted Preparedness and 

response requirement 

Available funding Financial Gap 

Health 175,000 5,900,000 1,050,954 4,849,046 

Nutrition 90,000 7,011,750 30,000 6,981,750 

Food security 300,000 11,250,000 3,600,000 7,650,000 

Protection 350,000 4,669,257 222,668 4,446,589 

Shelter/NFI 190,000 3,100,000 750,000 2,350,000 

Education 80,000 320,400 130,000 190,400 

Logistics 300,000 2,500,000 600,000 1,900,000 

WASH 320,000 3,801,800 754,196 3,047,604 

CCCM 10,000 750,000 0 750,000 

TOTAL  39,303,207 7,137,818 32,165,389 

mailto:atam@un.org

